Editor's Note

Once this newsletter goes to print, Pittcon will have come and gone. Our SAS membership will likely be in the
midst of submissions for SciX 2020 in Sparks, Nevada. We hope our readership will thoughtfully consider
submitting an abstract or two to make SciX 2020 the best one yet! As always, feel free to reach out to me with
any news you are interested in sharing with the SAS membership.

Luisa T.M. Profeta
SAS Newsletter Editor
luisaprofeta@gmail.com

SAS and Coblentz Seeks New Volunteers for Education Committees

SAS and the Coblentz Society (a technical affiliate of SAS) are both seeking volunteers for their respective
Education Committees. Both societies would appreciate folks with technical expertise in Raman spectroscopy
to serve on the committee to round out the vibrational spectroscopy expertise already on the committees. If
interested, please contact Ellen Miseo.

Contributed by Ellen Miseo
ellen.miseo@gmail.com
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The luncheon is known to be good, with Christmas Crackers (hence the funny hats), wine freely available, and
so the "after-lunch" slot has tended to be somewhat lighthearted to stave off soporific tendencies. This year,
that talk was given by Andrew Whitley, supported by Scott Rudder and Fay Nicholson.

The Thespians: Andrew, Fay, and Scott

For readers unfamiliar with the British holiday
"pantomime" tradition, it would take too much
space to try to explain it. Suffice it to say that
the theme was "Jack and the Beanstalk", with
Andrew appearing as Dame Lumpydaws,
Scott as Jack, and Fay as Cinderella. Pavel
Matousek and Mike George had cameos as
the evil tax collector and the giant,
respectively. Nonetheless, there was scientific [l : ;

content during Andrew's talk, including the reproductlon of letters written by S|r C V Raman to the instrument
company, Spex in 1966, when Spex was in its tenth year of producing one of the first instrument company
technical newsletters, the "SPEX Speaker". That issue focused on the then new field of laser Raman
spectroscopy.

The winner of the 2019 Norman Sheppard Award was Professor Howell Edwards (University of Bradford), a
long-time prolific Raman spectroscopist, who has worked on applications as varied as art conservation and
development of spectroscopic instrumentation for Mars rovers. Tragically, Professor Edwards' wife passed
away suddenly just before the meeting and so he was unable to attend. His former graduate student, lan Lewis,
accepted the Award on his behalf and gave a brief summary of Professor Edwards' career and academic
lineage.

Finally, Professor Roy Goodacre gave an

overview of the Spring_SciX meeting, to be -}
held at the University of Liverpool in April

2020.

2019 Norman Sheppard
Award to Howell G. M.
Edwards

As | wrote last year, if any SAS or Coblentz
Society members are in London around mid-
December, then going to this meeting is highly
recommended, both for its scientific and social :
content!

Contributed by Richard Crocombe
2020 SAS President
racrocombe@gmail.com

SAS Represented at the 2020 Winter
Conference on Plasma
Spectrochemistry

SAS Member Htoo Paing staffed the SAS
booth at the 2020 Winter Conference on
Plasma Spectrochemistry during the week of
12—-18 January 2020 in Tucson, Arizona.

Do you have something spectroscopy-related you want to discuss in the newsletter?
Or something that will help our membership such as career tips or application tips?
Please let us know by emailing luisaprofeta@gmail.com.
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